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Mehregan Festival in
Brisbane
Yarra Foundation in partnership with
Iranian Society of Queensland and ISA
Entertainment celebrated the Persian
Festival of Autumn (Mehregan) on 13
October 2019. The event raised $1360,
which went towards the Pen & Pencil
Campaign.

Helping Feet 2019 Charity Walk in Melbourne
In a community-centric event more than 300 runners, walkers and
families with young children from Melbourne took the tracks of
Dandenong Ranges National Park in Silvan at 17 November to
run/walk 2.5-12km in support of disadvantage students in Iran. A total
of more than $11500 was raised with the help of participants and
sponsors.
Beside the fun run, attendees enjoyed a delicious lunch which was
prepared by Yarra’s volunteers team and had a great time listening and
dancing to the music played at the event.

Yarra Children Festival
in Sydney
On Sunday 27
October, Yarra
Foundation celebrated Children's Day
with Persian family and their children in
Castle Hill Showground in Sydney.
This
festival
featured
several
sustainability activities for children such
as make-and-take crafts, face painting,
seed plantings, pottery workshop and
painting classes. Children and their
families also enjoyed from variety of
Persian food, sweets, snacks and ice
cream in this program.
More than $ 6600 raised in this event
which used to fund educational projects
for disadvantaged children in Kurdistan
province of Iran.

Yarra Christmas Party in
Brisbane
On Saturday 1st of Dec 2019 , Yarra
Foundation in partnership with Saffron
Restaurant held a special lunch event in
Brisbane to celebrate Christmas and raise
funds for children in-need in Ghale Morghi
region in Tehran. In this event quests
enjoyed buffet lunch, live music and familyfriendly entertainments. Total of $2711
raised in this event used to pay teachers
salary in Ghale Morghi in Tehran for 4
months.
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Yarra Runners in Melbourne Marathon 2019
On Sunday 13 Oct 2019, five
volunteers
from
Yarra
participated in the
2019
Melbourne Marathon Festival to
raise much needed funds for
Education of disadvantaged
children in Iran. Thanks to Yarra
Runner’s effort and supportive
people who donated to this
great cause Yarra could raise
more than $4000.

Hezardastan Concert in
Melbourne
In a charity event Hezardastan, a folklore
Iranian music band, played traditional
Iranian instruments and donated the full
income of this program to disadvantaged
students in Iran. Yarra Foundation sincerely
appreciate Hezardastan band’s generosity
and support and whish them best of luck.

Yarra Foundation proudly overachieved
Pen & Pencil 2019 online campaign
target! With your supports, the campaign raised more than $26K, the page
was shared 501 times, and more importantly Yarra Foundation supplied packages to more than 4800 disadvantaged
students.
Big well done to all of you who donated
to this great cause and to Yarra’s online
campaigns team and people who
shared the campaign page on their
social media pages.

Yarra volunteer picnic program in Melbourne that
was attended by a large number of lovely volunteers. A big and heartfelt thank you for your presence and support.

Mina’s Story:
Mina needed support to continue
her education

Aida Ghalebeigi & Mina in Gomisha, Golestan Province in Jan 2019

Millions of disabled children are out of school and
missing out on their right to an education around
the world. Based on a recent report only 150,000
out of an estimated 1.5 million children with
disabilities of school age were enrolled in school in
Iran during the 2018-2019 school year. A 2017
study also indicated that disability was the most
common reason for children to be excluded from
education.
Private teacher helping Mina to continue her education

Mina* was a very talented year 12 high school
student with a severe physical disability in
Gomishan, Golestan province of Iran. She had to
undergo several operations because of severe pain
in her back and legs. As a resultof surgeries and
because of slow recovery following each operation,
Mina missed months of education. However, she
was extremely keen and motivated to pass her final
exam to be able to sit in the national university
entrance exam.
Yarra Foundation with the vision of “A world in
which every child attains the right of education”
provided the assistance that Mina needed to get
the most from her education and supported her
with home-based educational services so she
could build a better future for herself.
*Due to privacy concerns, student real identity has
changed

With the support Mina received from Yarra she could
benefit from private teaching personnel and educational
equipment (laptop) and passed her final exams
successfully.
While Aida Ghalebeigi and Ehsan Gharaie, the Project
Coordinator and President of Yarra Foundation visited
Mina in their trip to Gomishan, she stated that she
dreamt to become a Psychologist. Thanks to your
continued generosity, the project manager efforts and
supportive volunteers in Iran, Mina is now fulfilling a
lifelong dream and has started a bachelor of psychology
degree last September.
Mina’s acceptance into university has given the whole
Yarra team a hope that all students they help could
achieve their dreams.
If you are interested hearing more of these stories, you
can become a member to Yarra Foundation.

Become a member
Your membership provides us with a constant and
reliable stream of a fund that we can count on. If
you live in Australia and you are above 15 years old
you can be a member of Yarra Foundation. Our
members will receive regular reports and they can
inspect the rules of the Association, General Meeting
minutes, and relevant documents & have the right to
vote in the Annual General Meeting and can be
elected as an executive member of the Management
Committee.

Did you know that
by paying only $6
per month you can
become a Yarra’s
member?
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We did it!
School Supplies To Help Students
In Need Learn For a Butter Future
Quick Facts

1

In it’s forth year, the Pen & Pencil
online campaign raised nearly
$27000.

2

The campaign supported more than
4800 disadvantaged students in 7
province of Iran

3

The campaign aimed to ensure
fewer students dropout from school
due to financial difficulties

From raising just $6500 donations in its first
year to nearly $ 27,000 in 2019, Yarra
Foundation Pen & Pencil Campaign has
grown beyond expectation thanks to the
generosity of the people donated to this
cause.
Financial problems and inability to afford
educational expenditures, are common and major
causes of student’s dropouts from school in Iran.
According to the government’s officials, the reasons
for 53 percent of the dropouts are economic and
financial problems.

Similar to previous years, Yarra Foundation planned to run its biggest Pen &
Pencil Campaign in September to
ensure more students attend school this
year. Supported by this campaign, more
than 4800 underprivileged students from
remote disadvantage areas in 7 provinces of Iran received much-needed educational assistance including school basic
supplies such as school bags, books,
stationery and school uniforms.

Also, on a different note and in line with
Yarra Foundation’s strategy of Sustainable Support, this year most of the
stationery plastic packaging was
replaced by eco-friendly reusable bags.
There are no words to thanks enough
for the Yarra Foundation’s supporters
growing trust and generous help to the
Pen & Pencil Campaign.
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This campaign is part of Yarra Foundation’s back to school program which supported about 14 stationary projects in
total of 12 provinces in Iran and provided
more than $45,000 stationery funds for
basic school supplies in these areas just
last year.
This was the fourth year that Yarra Foundation ran the Pen & Pencil campaign.
Year on year, this campaign has grown
incredibly and supported more students.
In its first year of the campaign in 2016,
Yarra Foundation could raise $6,500 and
supported 520 students. With the help of
donors, the second campaign in 2017
raised $12,000 and supported 1500
disadvantaged students. In the third year
of the campaign in 2018, the Foundation
could provide stationery to more than
2400 students with the donations sum of
$22,000 thanks to the Yarra campaign
team’s hard work and generosity of the
people who donated to this cause. And
finally, the campaign could raise nearly
$27,000-well beyond its initial $20,000
target in 2019.

200

Number of students supported by the
campaign

4800

2400
1500
520
2016

2017

2018

2019

We Need Your Help!
Lorem ipsum

Help to Fund Educational Needs in Sistan &
Balchestan Flood Affected Area. While we were
being bombarded with the sad news from Iran, days of heavy rain
caused severe flooding in southern Iran. People lost their lives,
hundreds were displaced and widespread damages were reported
from Sistan and Baluchestan province. The basic needs in the
affected areas are currently being covered but from experience, the
reconstruction of these regions is likely to be delayed or completely
neglected. Given the current circumstances of Iran, the education of
disadvantaged children can be the first matter to be forgotten in the
flood affected areas.
.
The Yarra Foundation Yarra Foundation is running a campaign
a campaign to support the affected students and schools. Your
donations would be fully spent in the flood-affected areas of Iran as
soon as the assessments of the damaged educational spaces are
completed.
Please spread the word and donate to this campaign to support the
education of disadvantaged children in Sistan and Baluchestan
province of Iran.

If you would like to support
this campaign, you can make a
donation via:
https://www.mycause.com.au/page/221310/sistan-balouchestan-flood

Upcoming Events
Yarra Nowruz Market
15 March 2020
Sydney: Hornsby Westfeild
Melbourne: MC2
Manningham City Square

